How to Make the Most of Christmas this Year

Luke 2:15-20
Introduction: How will you make the most of Christmas this year? Judging by the overwhelming commercialization of Christmas within our culture, some might say that they will try to make the most of Christmas buy spending lots money they don't really have on things they don't really need. Or, for some people, they will try to make the most out of Christmas this year by sending Christmas cards and visiting people that they don't really like. Christmas is not about having that warm fuzzy feeling, listening to carols or even reliving memories from years gone by. I am not trying to be a Scrooge on celebrating Christmas and our traditions, but as E.B White once said, "To perceive Christmas through its wrappings becomes more difficult with every year."
The purpose of the message today is to help each of us take a step back and make the most of Christmas from a Biblical perspective. The Story of the very first Christmas - as familiar as it is to us - shows us what to do to make the most of Christmas. So let's put a fresh set of eyes on it today. These lowly shepherds provide a pattern for us to follow if we are going to make the most of Christmas this year. To make the most of Christmas, I invite you to join me as we calculate it, contemplate it, celebrate it and circulate it...
I. CALCULATE IT (vv 15-16)
a. I am sure that the shepherds started their evening just like any other evening - sitting around the campfire trying to keep warm. Perhaps talking about where they would move their flock next - perhaps thinking of home, making small talk around the fire.

b. Other than remaining vigilant watching over their sheep, it was just another day in the fields, like the many days before this one, continuing the same job their fathers started.

c. Suddenly an angel appeared with a multitude of heavenly host - "For unto you is born this day in the city of David a savior who is Christ the Lord..." 
d. So how did they respond to this unexpected development - this interruption to their quiet evening? "Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us." The went to check it out! They went to investigate!

e. Christmas makes a claim that God intervened in history. God inserted Himself into the human condition by becoming a man while remaining fully God. 
i. I don't care who you are and how skeptical you may be, that claim warrants investigation! I think the Bible clearly invites everyone to calculate it's claims. Validate them. Put this book to the test.
ii. The Bereans in Acts understood this: "Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so." (Acts 17:11)
iii. The Prophets Understood this: "Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories." (1Pe 1:10-11)
iv. Even Jesus invited people to investigate: "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life." (John 5:39-40)
II. CONTEMPLATE IT (vv 18-19)
a. In verse 18, the scripture says that those who heard it "wondered" at what the shepherds told them. This is the way in which someone responds when the hear of experience something that is beyond comprehension. 
b. "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts." (Isa 55:8-9)
c. Only God could accomplish what was accomplished in Bethlehem that night. Could it be that we are having trouble making the most of Christmas because it has become too common - too familiar to us? 
i. To borrow the words of that great theologian, Dr. Seuss, "What if Christmas, he thought, doesn't come from a store. What if Christmas...perhaps...means a little bit more!” 
ii. I must confess that as a pastor, the story can get a bit stale at times. Illus. Our minds and hearts are like the Web browser on our computer - they need to be refreshed every once in a while.

iii. Oh my friends, lets listen to the story of Christmas once again with the ears of those who first heard word about it that night in Bethlehem!
iv. Here is the primary meaning of Christmas in the words of C.S. Lewis, "The Son of God became a man to enable men to become sons of God."

v. Contemplate this quote: “The Almighty appeared on earth as a helpless human baby, needing to be fed and changed and taught to talk like any other child. The more you think about it, the more staggering it gets. Nothing in fiction is so fantastic as this truth of the Incarnation.” ~J.I. Packer 

d. Even His mother, Mary, took in all that happened that night and treasured it all in her heart. Literally, the word ponder in the original language means to throw together. She took all of the things she had seen and threw them together in her mind and contemplated them.
III. CELEBRATE IT (v. 20)
a. The best way to celebrate Christmas is with our lips and our lives. Scripture says that these shepherds, "returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them." When you calculate it, then contemplate it, your natural reaction will be to celebrate it.
b. Noticed where they returned to...back to their ordinary, every day life. There is a powerful lesson for us here. We ought to celebrate Christmas each and every ordinary day of our lives, not just on December 25.

c. Illus. Remember the Charles Dickens book, A Christmas Carol. Remember Ebenezer Scrooge? Not the Bah Humbug Scrooge, but the one who discovered the true meaning of Christmas. Let's follow that example - the one who said, “I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year."
IV. CIRCULATE IT (v. 17)

a. God chose to reveal his Son to these unlikely messengers. Shepherds had a reputation of being untrustworthy men. 

i. The law forbade them being called as witnesses in court. In fact, I would have never chosen these men to give the birth announcement. 

ii. I would have chosen some great, well known, reputable speaker to tell the world.

iii. The fact that these men were chosen is indicative of how grace-filled and merciful our God truly is. 

iv. "But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God." (1Co 1:27-29)  

b. After seeing the miracle in the manger for themselves, these eye witnesses began to talk about all they had been told them concerning the child.

c. The Bible tells us that we are witnesses too. In spite of our own sinfulness, God has chosen us to circulate the gospel message to the whole world. The best way to make the most of Christmas this year is to tell everyone we can about the Reason for the Season.

d. There are many believers today who have never circulated the message of Christmas. Why? Perhaps because they have never truly celebrated it. And maybe they have never celebrated it because they have never taken the time to contemplate it. And they have never contemplated it because they refuse to calculate it.

Closing: In his 1942 devotional Abundant Living, E. Stanley Jones, Methodist doctor and missionary to India, writes: "The early Christians did not say in dismay: "Look what the world has come to," but in delight, "Look what has come to the world." They saw not merely the ruin, but the Resource for the reconstruction of that ruin. They saw not merely that sin did abound, but that grace did much more abound. On that assurance the pivot of history swung from blank despair, loss of moral nerve, and fatalism, to faith and confidence that at last sin had met its match."
In spite of the dark shadow being cast upon the world today by overwhelming evil, we believers can still make the most of Christmas by recovering and sharing it's true meaning and purpose. Someone else once noted: "If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent us an educator; If our greatest need had been technology, God would have sent us a scientist; If our greatest need had been money, God would have sent us an economist; If our greatest need had been pleasure, God would have sent us an entertainer; But our greatest need was forgiveness, so God sent us a Savior."
